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OUR LAVENDER 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR | BY LAVENDER 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Hi, 

No Pride events in 2020, and 2021 isn’t quite 
back to normal, but just wanted to say how much 
I enjoyed Lavender’ Pride issue this year. I know A 
many publications have had to scale down their 
print editions during the pandemic, including Lav- 
ender, but the Pride issue came out (pun intended) 
in all its fabulousness! Great stories and features, 
as I always expect. From Terrance Griep’s sports 
columns to Steve Lenius’ Leather Life to Zaylore 
Stout’s Emancipation to the local and statewide 
tourist attractions and health columns and every 
single thing in between. Something for everyone! 

I’m sure I speak for most of us in the MN queer 
community that we appreciate Lavender Magazine 
(its editors and writers) continuing to be there 
for us during these crazy, uncertain and stressful 
times. And I do appreciate that it’s still in print. 
Yes, I have access to this new-fangled thing called 
the world wide inter-web, but I still enjoy sitting 
down and relaxing with the printed word and pics! 

Here’s to many more annual Pride issues! E 

-Walter Johnson 

Minneapolis 
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OUR LAVENDER 


Change comes on little cat feet, creeping into 
our midst. “New” startles, causing outrage or 
rejoicing, then, over time, old hat, criticized as 
jejune. 

Jack King’s recent Guardian editorial, “Not 
only the brave: why straight actors playing gay 
are no longer automatically acclaimed” starts 
with Tom Hanks’s AIDS patient performance in 
1994’s Philadelphia then follows the trail of Ang 
Lee’s 2005 Brokeback Mountain, asserting that 
many actors began to seek out gay or queer parts 
to show their range and maybe catch an award. 

But there’s been, he states, a sea change; the 
more recent Ammonite and Supernova receiving 
nary a statuette. King analyzes several reasons 
for the decline of praise for recent gay films, in- 
cluding the normalization of gay relationships. 

A major problem now facing straights playing 
queer, however, is that they are seen as taking 
work from genuine gay and trans performers. 
That may well be true-today-but begs the ques- 
tion: could the public have been awakened by, 
would they have flocked to see a Philadelphia or 
Brokeback Mountain starring unknown LGBT ac- 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


step By Step 


tors, however talented? Would financial backers 
have loosened purse-strings without some assur- 
ance that their investments would multiply? 

Philadelphia put Hanks’s known and bankable 
face on the horrors of AIDS sufferers. Brokeback 
was a breakthrough; many, gay and straight, 
found it hugely affecting. Amusing, informative 
and non-threatening, Felicity Huffman’s Bree in 
Transamerica opened a door for a wry glimpse 
of the pain and pathos of transgender transition- 
ing, while Eddie Redmayne in The Danish Girl 
revealed a darker dimension of trans. Although 
one critic sniped that the film turned the histori- 
cal character into an “Icarus figure,” the real Dan- 
ish girl (Lili Elbe) did push too hard, too soon, 
demanding procedures exceeding the scope of 
1930s medical abilities. 

In Shakespeare’s day, men played all the 
women’s roles. In our own country, African Amer- 
icans, until around Sidney Poitier’s Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner (1967) or the earlier (1954) 
Carmen Jones starring Dorothy Dandridge and 
Harry Belafonte, were generally relegated to ser- 
vant or comic roles. Hattie McDaniel was the first 


African American to receive an Oscar as Mammy 
in 1940’s Gone With the Wind, though neither 
McDaniel nor Butterfly McQueen (GWTW’s 
Prissy) were invited to the 1939 premiere, and at 
the Awards, until David Selznick spotted her and 
rectified the situation, McDaniel was seated alone 
away from her castmates. 

Everyone wants to think today’s events are 
sui generis, superior to anything in the past, but 
everything, including the Universe, has a begin- 
ning. 

Take the signing declaring Juneteenth a fed- 
eral holiday through the Juneteenth National In- 
dependence Day Act. Some say it’s a sop and a 
token, and it may be without implementing voter 
protections for Black citizens; on the other hand 
is it not a propitious beginning that our head of 
state has paid the day its due, making an effort 
to formalize its historicity and to imprint its im- 
portance into the American consciousness, even, 
eventually, its conscience? 

Change must start somewhere, and imperfect 
steps, strengthened, can lead to greater equality 
for all citizens. Hark to the sound of little cat feet. E 
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Our Rights Are Always 
on the Docket 


Every June, LGBGTQ+ folk around the 
world join in celebrating our ability to be out 


and proud in many, but not all, aspects of our 
lives. 

However, here in the United States, June 
is also a very important month for another 
reason. It is the end of the Supreme Court’s 
term. According to our laws, the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s term begins on the first Monday in Oc- 
tober and runs through the Sunday before the 
first Monday in October of the following year. 
The Court typically takes a recess from late 


June/early July through the first Monday in 
October. That means PRIDE month has been 
the time that significant cases related to our 
community are also released. The Lawrence v. 
Texas decision was released on June 23, 2003, 
in a 6-3 opinion which held that a Texas stat- 
ute criminalizing intimate, consensual sexual 
conduct between adults of the same sex was 
a violation of the Due Process Clause. The 
Obergefell v. Hodges decision was released on 
June 26, 2015, in a 5-4 opinion which held the 
fundamental right to marry was guaranteed to 


same-sex couples by both the Equal Protection 
and Due Process Clauses of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Then, 
just last year on June 15, 2020, we had the Bos- 
tock v. Clayton County decision in a 6-3 ruling 
which held that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 protects employees against discrimina- 
tion because of their sexual orientation or gen- 
der identity. 

This year, one such case was also on the 
docket; Fulton v. City of Philadelphia, which 
pitted the religious liberty of a Catholic fos- 
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FROM ATO ZEE BY ZAYLORE STOUT 


ter care agency against a municipal govern- 
ment committed to ending discrimination 
against same-sex couples in their city. The 
unanimous decision was released on June 17, 
2021 in favor of the Catholic Social Services 
(CSS). Many, like myself, were left wonder- 
ing, “How is this possible? Really? A unani- 
mous decision?” 

Well, the devil (pun intended) is always in 
the details. So, here we go. The City of Phila- 
delphia had a non-discrimination ordinance 
on the books which included sexual orienta- 
tion and gender identity. The city had already 
granted a prior contract to CSS while this 
ordinance was on the books. However, this 
time the city chose not to renew their con- 
tract with CSS unless there was an agreement 
that they’d also place children with same-sex 
couples. Interestingly enough, no same-sex 
couple had ever approached CSS for foster 
care certification, and CSS argued in court 


that they do not object to the placement of 
either gay or lesbian children into homes or 
placing any child into the home ofa single gay 
or lesbian foster parent. (Hmm...) In addition, 
there were 20 other agencies in the City that 
certify same-sex couples, so there was not a 
shortage of opportunities within the City for 
same-sex couples to get certified and become 
foster parents. 

So, in essence, the court punted in this de- 
cision. They did not make a broad sweeping 
decision that would have had wide implications 
regarding religious liberty from coast to coast. 
They wrote their decision to narrowly apply to 
just this particular case in Philadelphia. Had 
a same-sex couple gone to the CSS and were 
denied, we’d probably have a different decision 
(and one that progressives probably wouldn’t 
like). FII take this punt for now since it is better 
than the alternative. 

However, on another note, what’s just as 


important as the cases the high court does 
takes up are the cases the court chooses to 
leave as they are. We just got news that the Su- 
preme Court will not be taking up the second 
case of Gavin Grimm, who was a transgender 
male student denied access to use the men’s 
restroom. The school board required him to 
use the unisex restroom or the restroom that 
corresponded with the gender he was assigned 
at birth (female). This means that students in 
the 4th Circuit (North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Virginia and West Virginia), 7th Circuit 
(Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin) and the 11th 
Circuit (Arkansas, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota) 
must allow transgender students access to use 
the restroom that corresponds with their gen- 
der identity. 

We must take and celebrate every win we 
can, for tomorrow the fight for true equality 
continues... E 
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OUR SCENE 


TRAVEL & RECREATION | BY LINDA RAINES 


Pride....it’s Not Just for 
Big Cities Anymore 


Pride—it started as a revolution, an upris- 
ing by the LGBTQ+ community in response 
to the police raid at the Stonewall Inn in 
Greenwich Village on a hot summer night in 
June of 1969. That first riot set into motion 
a movement that would eventually see a big 
part of the world swathed in rainbows for the 
month of June to celebrate, affirm, honor and 
embrace LGBTQ folx across the board. 

While most may think that large Pride 
celebrations, festivals and parades would be 
limited to cities like New York, Los Angeles 
and Minneapolis, it is becoming more and 
more common to see Pride being openly and 
joyously celebrated even in smaller, more ru- 
ral areas. 

Here’s a list of some of the upcoming 
Pride celebrations that Lavender has compiled, 
so throw on that rainbow gear, head out on a 
road trip and show your Pride! 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE 
July 17 - 18 ° Loring Park, Minneapolis ° 
www.tcpride.org 

The 49th annual Twin Cities Pride Festival 
will be more streamlined than usual due to Co- 
vid—there will be no parade, Saturday night fire- 
works or Saturday night concert, but the park will 
feature many local LGBTQ+ and BIPOC vendors, 
music stages, food courts and a beer garden. All 
LGBTQ+ people and allies are welcome! 


WEST SAINT PAUL 


PRIDE 2021 


August 7 ° Southview Park, St. Paul ° 
www.wsppride.com 

We're looking for volunteers to fill all sorts of 
spaces, so contact us and get ready to show your 
Pride at the park—we’'ll have vendors, food, mu- 
sic & more! 


FARGO-MOORHEAD PRIDE 
Aug 12 - 15 ° Fargo, ND ° www.fmpride.com 
We're back, so celebrate with us in person! 
Fargo-Moorhead Pride draws folks in from 
North Dakota, Minnesota, South Dakota and 
Canada, making it one of the nation’s largest 
rural Pride celebrations. Drag, dancing, trivia 
& karaoke, a block party, live music, vendors, 
artists, food, fun and laughter—we'’ve got it all! 


DULUTH/SUPERIOR PRIDE 
Sept 2 - 5 Bayfront Park, Duluth, MN ° 
www.duluthsuperiorpride.com 

Labor Day Weekend in the Twin Ports 
wouldn’t be the same without the annual 
Pride celebration! Food, fun, artists, music, 
vendors—you can find it all here. This year’s 
theme is “Together again, stronger than ever.” 


SOUTH CENTRAL 


MINNESOTA PRIDEFEST 
Sept 11 ° Riverfront Park, Mankato, MN ° 
www.scmnpride.org 

Rain or shine, we’ll be showing our true col- 
ors from noon to 5 PM with exhibitors, music, 
food, fun, dancing in the streets, and, of course, 
a parade! 


LA CROSSE PRIDE - 7 RIVERS 
PRIDE 
Sept 11 ° La Crosse, WI ° www.7riverslgbtq.org 
We are planning on our 2021 return, so 
don’t miss this year’s PRiDE in the Park! Food, 
music, fun and more! It’s an all-ages event de- 
voted to inclusion, diversity, inclusivity and 
celebrating human rights in our community, all 
while having a great time in a safe and welcom- 
ing environment. 


EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA 


PRIDE 
Sept 18 ° Robinson Park, Pine City, MN ° 
www.eastcentralminnesotapride.org 


Pride in the Park returns! Minnesota’s 
small town Pride is stronger than ever, so come 
on out to this free event and enjoy food trucks, 
live music, vendors and plenty of fun as folks 
from Pine, Kanabec, Chisago, Isanti and Mille 
Lacs counties come together to show their sup- 
port and Pride! 


ST. CLOUD PRIDE 

Sept 18 - 19 ° St. Cloud, MN ° www.stcpride.org 
Join us for a weekend of fun in the Gran- 

ite City! Pride in the Park begins at 11 AM on 

Saturday, with the St. Cloud Pride Drag Show 

commencing at 8 PM. The Pride parade will be 

held on Sunday at 1 PM. 


ROCHESTER PRIDE 
Sept 25 ° Mayo Park, Rochester, MN ° 
www.rochmnpride.com 

Join Rochester’s LGBTQIA community as 
they come out to celebrate the diversity and 
inclusivity of their city! A day filled with ven- 
dors, artists, musicians and all the colors of the 
rainbow will make for one fantastic party in the 
park. 


COLUMBIA HEIGHTS PRIDE 
Oct 9 ° Sullivan Lake Park, Columbia Heights, 
MN ° www.facebook.com/cohipride/ 

The volunteer-run group plans to celebrate 
the LGBTQ+ community of Columbia Heights 
from 11 AM -5 PM. All are welcome to attend. E 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


A LYRICAL START TO 
A FRESH NEW SEASON 


slyricarts 


SEASON 202 


It's lime for a fresh start... 


As more and more theatres open up, that 
means plenty of season announcements in my 
inbox. Last issue, I wrote about the Ordway 
Center for Performing Arts new season and 
this week I’m writing about Lyric Arts. Now, 
I’m a critic so I can’t play favorites, however I 
am really excited for Lyric Arts’ new season. 
They are an absolute favorite of mine in the 
charming town of Anoka, Minnesota. Their up- 
coming season includes a favorite of mine and 
a regional premiere of a new musical that many 
Broadway fans will be excited for. 

“Our season is a season filled to the brim 
with spirited adventure, joyful triumph, sus- 
penseful intrigue, and heart-felt storytelling 


that highlights and celebrates the many facets 
of the human spirit,” an email from Lyric Arts 
said to subscribers. 

For tickets, visit www.Lyricarts.org 


THE 39 STEPS 
Sept. 24 - Oct. 17 2021 


Richard Hannay, your average dashing Lon- 
doner, intends to simply take in a show at the 
London Palladium. But, after shots are fired, he 
finds himself with a frightened and strongly ac- 
cented woman in his arms who claims she is 
a spy being chased by assassins. When she is 
found murdered in his flat the next morning, 
Richard is thrown into a world of deadly es- 
pionage with a mysterious organization called 


“The 39 Steps” hot on his trail. With a cast of 
four actors playing over 150 characters, this 
fast-paced tale of an ordinary man on an ex- 
traordinarily entertaining adventure is sure to 
leave you on the edge of your seat and laughing 
hysterically. 


IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
Nov. 19 - Dec. 19 2021 


Based on the beloved Frank Capra film, 
ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE follows selfless and 
kindhearted George Bailey, who has spent his 
entire life giving to the people of Bedford Falls. 
But one Christmas Eve, in the face of financial 
disaster, George finds himself wishing he had 
never been born. 
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BY BRETT BURGER 


[TITLE OF SHOW] 
Jan. 14 - Feb. 6 2022 

Jeff and Hunter are two self-described no- 
bodies who decide that writing an original mu- 
sical and submitting it to a new works festival 
seems like a perfect idea. The only catch? The 
deadline is in three weeks. In this intelligent, 
playful, lovable new musical, the audience is 
treated to an inside look at the tough work of 
being a creative artist. Frequently hilarious, 
occasionally heartbreaking, and thoroughly 
inspiring, (TITLE OF SHOW] is a love story 
celebrating individuality and creativity. 


THE MOUSETRAP 
Feb. 25 - March 20, 2022 

From the brilliant mind of Agatha Christie 
comes a spine-tingling tale that weaves mys- 
tery and suspense with dark pasts and deadly 
consequences. After a local woman is killed, 
seven strangers find themselves stranded 
during a horrendous blizzard at the remote 
Monkswell Manor in the English countryside. 
As the storm intensifies around them, it soon 


becomes clear that the killer is among the 
stranded lodgers. 


SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE 
April 8 - May 8, 2022 

SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE: THE MUSIC OF 
LEIBER AND STOLLER is the Grammy® 
Award-winning and Tony Award®-nominated 
musical that throws together show-stopping 
hits like On Broadway, Stand by Me, Jailhouse 
Rock, Hound Dog, Love Potion No. 9, Spanish 
Harlem, Yakety Yak and Charlie Brown, while 
celebrating the humor, passion, and heart- 
break of everyday life. 


LITTLE WOMEN 
June 3 - 26, 2022 

Jo March isn’t what you call your typical 
prim and proper Victorian lady. She’s rebel- 
lious, opinionated, and certainly isn’t afraid to 
speak her mind. As she and her sisters grow up 
in the middle of the Civil War, they strive to be 
brave, intelligent, and imaginative young wom- 
en. But the world around them has other plans. 
While Jo aspires to become a great American 


novelist, her sisters-Beth, Meg, and Amy-also 
tend to their private dreams while juggling so- 
ciety’s expectations of them. Based on Louisa 
May Alcott’s famous coming-of-age story, this 
new adaptation by Kate Hamill is filled with the 
heart, spunk, and beautiful imperfection that 
makes the March sisters and their story such a 
timeless classic. 


SOMETHING ROTTEN! 
July 15 - August 14, 2022 

It’s 1590 in beautiful, plague-ridden England 
and the Bottom Brothers are desperate to write 
a play to undermine the success of that Renais- 
sance playwriting rock star, “The Bard!” When 
the brothers seek aid from the local soothsayer, 
they learn the future of theater involves sing- 
ing, dancing, and acting—all at the same time! 
To take down their rival, Nick and Nigel set 
out to write the world’s very first musical. But 
amidst the scandalous excitement of opening 
night, the Bottom Brothers realize that reach- 
ing the top means being true to thine own self, 
and all that jazz... E 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY LINDA RAINES 


The Art’s the Thing 


As anyone living in the Twin Cities metro 
area will attest, you can always count on at 
least two certainties in a Minneapolis summer. 
One is the appearance of the unofficial state 
bird, the voracious mosquito. The other, and 
infinitely more pleasant, is the number of art 
fairs offered during the precious short months 
of summer. 

Very few summer social occasions can beat 
meandering through a maze of tents, booths, 
stands and displays, enjoying a cool beverage 
and perusing the multitude of wares on display 
by the talented and unique local artists and 
craftspeople from the Cities and beyond. 


Each of the fairs has art pieces in a variety 
of mediums that will suit every taste—ceram- 
ic, fiber, pottery, glass, paint, leather, jewelry, 
wood, stone, mixed media, metal and more. 
Statues, sculptures, lawn art, photography and 
wall art are available in all price ranges, and 
many booths also offer chances for children to 
explore their own artistic sides with interactive 
painting or coloring. 


MINNEHAHA FALLS ART FAIR 


July 16 - 18 ° www.minnehahafallsartfair.com 
Nominated as one of the best festivals in 
the Twin Cities, Minnehaha Falls Art Fair of- 


fers so much more than just a spectacular loca- 
tion close to Minnehaha Falls. Live music, food 
trucks and art booths to suit every taste and 
wallet abound, with most booths offering at 
least some items under $30. 

The fair is open from 3 - 8 PM on Friday, 
10 AM -7 PM on Saturday, and 10 AM - 5 PM 
on Sunday. Parking is always a challenge in the 
Minnehaha area in the best of times, so please 
consider opting for biking or public transporta- 
tion. The park is conveniently located adjacent 
to the Blue Line on the Light Rail system, as 
well as several stops on the bus routes. 
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BY LINDA RAINES 


Photo courtesy of Loring Park Art Festival 


LORING PARK ART FESTIVAL 
July 31 - August 1 ° 
www.loringparkartfestival.com 

A tradition for over 20 years, the Loring 
Park Art Festival is ready to make a come- 
back after Covid cancelled most of last year. 
The festival organizers are making sure that 
all Covid protocols for safety and security will 
be in place for festival attendees, as well as 
the 140 juried artists and craftspeople from 
around the country who will be exhibiting. 
The park will have around 20 vendors offer- 
ing food & drink, along with the Lakes & 
Legends Beer Garden. 


The festival is open 10 AM - 6 PM on Sat- 
urday, and 10 AM — 5 PM on Sunday. Entry is 
free, all are welcome. Biking and public trans- 
portation are recommended, and the website 
offers info on free parking options, accessibility 
information & directions to Loring Park. 


POWDERHORN ART FAIR 


August 7 - 8 ° www.powderhornartfair.com 

Powderhorn Art Fair is celebrating its 30th 
year! Unfortunately, late rollbacks in Covid re- 
strictions and subsequent time constraints in 
obtaining necessary permits have forced the 
Art Fair to again take a virtual format, but over 
70 artists spanning 20 mediums will be exhibit- 
ing, and buyers will be able to shop a diverse, 
vibrant selection of artwork online through the 
website. 

A $30 donation to the art fair will also help 
the organizers to replace aging tents and equip- 
ment, and ensure a bright and sparkling fair in 
2022 when Powderhorn Art Fair makes a tri- 
umphant return back to being in-person in the 
park! 


UPTOWN ART FAIR 
(CANCELLED) August 6 - 8 ° 
www.uptownminneapolis.com/uptown-art-fair 

The Uptown Art Fair has been a neighbor- 
hood staple since 1964, and has served to not 
only highlight the arts but also to help raise 
money for projects in the Uptown area. The fair 
embodies the hip, unique and unconventional 
flavor of the Uptown community, and the amaz- 
ing volunteers, sponsors, businesses and sup- 
porters who help to put it on each year ensure 
that patrons and visitors will have an experience 
to remember. After all, the Uptown Art Fair 
didn’t become the second most attended event 
(behind the State Fair) in Minnesota by resting 
on its laurels! 

Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond 
our control, the Uptown Art Fair has been can- 
celled for 2021 but we plan on being back in 
2022—bigger and better! E 


July 31 & August 1 
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art, music, food and 
entertainment! 


loringparkartfestival.com 


IF YOU CHOOSE © 
STORE CREDIT — 
OVER CASH 

THE 2000 ath Ave S 


MECTRE Minneapolis 
etus 612.870.5300 


Tue-Sat: 10-6 . Sun: 11-6 


electricfetus.com 
Your local record store since 1968 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 17 


OUR SCENE 


LIFESTYLES | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


More Fetish, More Fun 


Bondesque is known in the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity for its commitment to the kink commu- 
nity. Whether you’re a fetish fiend or a BDSM 
newbie, Bondesque has everything to make 
you comfortable and satisfied. 

Now the popular BDSM shop has expand- 
ed its Uptown location into the space next door, 
knocking down a wall to create a wide opening 
between the two spaces. 

“Our service counter is now right in the 
center of the store, which makes it easier to 
provide the personalized customer service 
people have come to expect from Bondesque,” 
says Vincent Valcroft, assistant manager of 
Bondesque. “We chose this spot in Uptown be- 
cause we believe that being in the heart of a 
traditionally progressive neighborhood is the 
best place for our BDSM and fetish shop.” 

Valcroft adds that they’ve decided to expand 
their store to offer a greater variety of apparel 
and accessories for the LGBTQ+ community. 

“Our new section is heavily focused on 
leather, harnesses, pup gear, masculine fash- 
ion, neoprene, rubber, and hardcore toys and 
bondage gear,” he says. “Brands include Mr. 
S Leather, Andrew Christian, Spanked, 665 
Leather, Fisted, Squarepegtoys, OXBALLS, 
and Mr. Hankey’s.” 

Because LGBTQ:+ kinksters have histori- 
cally been at the forefront of LGBTQ+ rights 
activism, it is especially important that BDSM 
and kink are included during Pride. As Valcroft 
points out, “The strong association of kink 
with LGBTQ+ freedom should be celebrated at 
Pride because doing so honors the truth of our 
roots. It also reinforces the principle that our 
sexuality is good, beautiful and worthy.” 

Whether it’s June or any other month of 
the year, Bondesque is celebrating and honor- 
ing the LGBTQ+ community with its variety of 
fashion, toys and gear for people of all gender 
identities and body types. 

“We offer safe and comprehensive kink ed- 
ucation in collaboration with Domina USA. We 
also produce one of the biggest annual fetish 
parties in North America, Rubber Ball USA. 
This year’s party will be held on August 7, and 
tickets are available online,” Valcroft says. 

Other than the annual Rubber Ball USA 
and the daily fun that’s had at Bondesque’s 
Uptown location, Valcroft says that Bondesque 
is involved at the Pride Festival in Loring Park 
“We'll be hosting a booth, so stop by and see us 
in the adult section!” he says. “We’ll have gear 
for sale and kinky games to play—and most 
likely excessive amounts of glitter.” He adds: 
“We will also be having a special on some of 
our leather harnesses!” 

For more information about Bondesque, 
visit www.bondesque.com. E 
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doctor the 
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Lead the movement to 
transform lives using 
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Northwestern Health Sciences 
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W) nwhealth.edu/lavender-chiro 


© admit@nwhealth.edu 


ED 952-885-5409 


Aging doesnot 
need to getin 

the way id Jung 
my - fe 


Aging in place 

services specializing in 
serving the HIV and LGBTQ+ 
communities 


To learn more, visit hopoehousescv.org 


Funding through 
waivered services or 
a private pay option 


f WW in 
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Serving the 7 County Metro 


317 Groveland Ave #103 $584,900 EXPANSIVE 
CORNER UNIT bathed in natural light w/ views of mature 
trees & perennials gardens...it feels more like a home than 
a condo with perfection is both floor plan & function. 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 3 Car, 1,831 sq. ft. 


317 Groveland Ave #503 $550,000 STUNNING 


CORNER UNIT drenched in natural light. Grand entry 
w/ barrel vault ceiling & great wall space for art work. 
Generous spaces and option to extend dining area when 
entertaining. 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 3 Car, 1,842 sq. ft. 


410 Groveland Ave #10 002 $179.91 900 
THAT VIEW...Expansive views over Loring Park perfectly 
frame a BIG view of the Mpls skyline & western view 
toward the Walker featuring the steeples of all 3 churches. 
It’s beautiful in the day light & magical at night. 2 B2 
Bededrroooomm, 1 B, 1 Baath, 1 Cth, 1 Caarr, 
932 s, 932 sqq.. ft ft. Walk to Loring Park, Lake of the Isles, 
Downtown, Uptown, the Walker, the Sculpture Garden and 
tons shops & restaurants. Your city awaits... 
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SOU THSID 
VINTAGE: 


A Showroom of Stories © 


BY ANDREW STARK 


Not long ago, Southside Vintage was one 
of the best-kept secrets in Minneapolis. Now 
there’s a line around the block. 

Let’s start at the beginning: Originally 
coined in 1984 by art historian Cora Green- 
burg, “Mid-Century Modern” (MCM) design 
came into prominence in post-World War II 
America as a sort of flamboyant celebration 
of modernism, echoing its predecessors the 
internationalism architectural movement, the 
Bauhaus school of Germany and the works of 
Charles-Edouard Jeanneret (Le Corbusier), 
the Swiss-French architect, artist and archi- 
tectural pioneer who famously, unromantically 
said, “Une maison est une machine-a-habiter,” 
or, “A house is a machine for living in.” 

You know MCM when you see it: Hans 
Wegner’s Ch07 Shell Chair, Isamu Noguchi’s 
boomerang coffee table, Poul Henningsen’s 
Artichoke Lamp. These are, literally, your 
grandpappy’s furnishings—functional artwork, 
ultimately, both named for their designers and 
numbered for their limited creation. The din- 
ing table becomes a showpiece, the chair an 
icon, even the fruit bowl a flex. Think Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Diamonds Are Forever, Palm 
Springs. 


To enter Southside Vintage, then, which 
sits at the intersection of Cedar Avenue and 
East 42nd Street in south Minneapolis, is like 
passing through time and into something of an 
ever-changing Rubik’s Cube of super-stylish 
(and affordable) mid-century finds, a menag- 
erie of bentwood and teak and chrome and 
Danish Modern everything, overflowing with 
exotic plants from funky pots. But this is the 
result of a lot of work. 

Susan Donnelly, who owns and operates the 
shop with her husband Chris, describes some 
recent time off in a flourish: “Out of the blue, 
we had a couple of messages from people that 
I finally listened to, there were these stashes 
of teak furniture, so we had to rent a truck and 
hire some guys and spend three days in the 
middle of the week unloading furniture out of 
different locations.” 

When asked if things have calmed down a 
bit since, Susan says, simply, “No,” and laughs. 

Chris adds: “We had a woman come in 
yesterday—she had messaged about a wall 
unit—she came in yesterday and bought it, so 
that’s going to get delivered on Monday. So 
I'll take it all down, set it up for her, redo it in 
her house. Then, some people came in today, 


they’d just moved in from Green Bay, moved 
to the area—” 

“We're closed,” Susan interjects, “but we 
saw them peeking in the window, so we went 
out to tell them we’re open next weekend, and 
we let them in to walk around, and they found 
something they wanted, so we sold a desk. 
Yeah, and then we bid in an auction last night 
and we got three sofas that we have no room 
for. And so we’re just always, always in flux.” 

And so on, like that, unceasing. 

Susan is eloquent, articulate, incredibly 
focused, her energy electric. Chris, compara- 
tively, is laid-back, a grizzled guy’s guy who can 
take any piece of busted furniture and make 
it sing. Their yins compliment each other’s 
yangs perfectly. 

A Minneapolis native, Susan began her ca- 
reer as a production designer/set decorator/ 
prop stylist for TV commercials, videos and lo- 
cal print ads. “And then Chris’s sister started 
crafting,” she says, “so we got a booth at a 
local antique store and I started augmenting 
that with some of my vintage finds.” She adds: 
‘Tve been thrifting and collecting since I was 
around 14 years old.” 

Susan soon outgrew the realm of consign- 
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ment, seeking the freedom to design and dis- 
play on her own terms. Thus, Southside Vin- 
tage was conceived. It is, in Susan’s words, the 
amalgamation of “every oddball skill, every 
weird little experience we’ve both had in our 
lives—had we not made every good or bad 
decision along our path, we wouldn’t be here 
right now.” This is the recipe for Southside’s 
success: the combination of one another’s 
skills and backgrounds and tastes, infused with 
prelapsarian curiosity and drive. 

‘Tm from eastern Pennsylvania,” Chris 
says. “Been in construction all my life. Did my 
own business contracting, remodeling, carpen- 
try, and I’ve always liked to work with wood.” 
Vintage, he explains, was totally out of his 
wheelhouse. “I didn’t really know much about 
it. And then I met Susan in ’09—” 

“08.” 

“08, one thing led to another, moved out 
here, and went from there.” Chris continued 
doing odd jobs—reframing houses, remodel- 
ing—until Southside’s inception. He describes 
his role modestly: “I can take stuff apart and fix 
it and I work with wood.” In reality, the guy’s 
an expert, and his refinishing skills are nothing 
short of amazing. 

But the hunt is one of the most thrilling 


aspects, and it’s constant for Susan and Chris, 
who always seem to be traveling to and from 
estate sales—sometimes locally, sometimes 
across the country. “Each phase is thrilling and 
satisfying in a different way,” Susan says. “The 
finding is fantastic. Then, to pull all these things 
from different states all around the country 
and get them in here—it’s like a giant puzzle. 
It’s combining things in different ways, taking 
ideas I have when I see something and putting 
it into practice. I love seeing how things come 
together. Another level is getting the response 
from other people, that what we do gives them 
pleasure and ideas and sparks creativity, which 
then leads to discussions.” 

And, yes, sometimes it’s “very difficult” to 
part with items. And Susan will “hold onto cer- 
tain things for a while” because they remind her 
of her mom, who passed away three years ago. 

Reflecting Le Corbusiers philosophy, 
Southside Vintage indeed acts like a machine: 
It isn’t worth describing their current invento- 
ry; the turnaround is whiplash-quick. You can 
walk in, spot a dazzling side table, and by the 
time you’re finished admiring a Cézanne print 
from a 1960s Parisian art museum, that side 
table’s being walked out the door. Southside 
Vintage isn’t a furniture store; it’s a showroom 


of stories, and each piece contains within it a 
small piece of history. When a customer takes 
home a chair or a spice rack or a painting, that 
history regenerates and joins with the custom- 
er’s own. I 
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There is no denying that being cooped up at 
home for so much of the last year has brought 
out the latent interior designer in many home- 
owners. Reimagining our living spaces has 
been a good way for a lot of us to find com- 
fort during a time of profound discomfort. Of 
course, one year is not nearly enough time to 
bring every potential project to fruition. If you 
have a few projects lingering on your to-do list, 
Twin Cities-based contractor Castle Building & 
Remodeling can help you check off those last 
few boxes. 

Castle Building & Remodeling is prepared 
for any of your percolating projects. Their team 
has extensive experience remodeling bath- 
rooms and kitchens and can skillfully transform 
your dusty basement or attic into a cozy living 
space. They can even add an office, bedroom, 
garage, or entire second floor to your home. 

Whether you are still daydreaming or are 


Your Home 
Is Your Castle 


halfway through a project and need a profes- 
sional’s help, Castle Building & Remodeling is 
ready to step in. “We have been receiving calls 
to complete projects that are half done where 
a contractor quit halfway through, or projects 
that didn’t meet code and now need fixing,” 
says Marketing Manager Hannah Husemann. 
“It’s rare but it happens.” 

Adding or refurbishing a home office was 
one of the most requested projects for the 
Castle team in 2020. “We have had a major 
increase in inquiries regarding adding home 
offices [and] adding additional bedrooms 
and owner’s suites,” says Husemann. With so 
much of the working population transitioning 
to working from home and many young adults 
moving in with their parents after internships 
were canceled and colleges moved online, it’s 
no surprise that making homes a little bigger 
was such a common ask. 


Perhaps unsurprisingly, many clients 
needed to stay home throughout their remod- 
els. Castle successfully accommodated that 
request, while also ensuring that they created 
as safe a space as possible for their clients and 
builders. “We are incredibly grateful to all the 
homeowners who have entrusted us to trans- 
form their spaces,” Husemann says, “and we 
continue to follow the current CDC guidelines 
to ensure both staff, homeowners, trade part- 
ners, and all else involved are healthy during 
the project.” 

Castle is especially passionate about work- 
ing on old homes. “We specialize in older 
homes and matching the space to the original 
home’s aesthetic,” explains Husemann. They 
continue to innovate on all projects in every 
home, though, so if you need any inspiration, 
they are full of ideas. 

Walking through some of this year’s trends, 
Husemann says: “We’ve seen a great deal 
of neutral and clean color palettes. Soft hues 
and transitional tones are making long-lasting 
remodeling designs that the homeowner can 
enjoy for years. There have also been many 


Continued on page 24 
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projects featuring unique tile shapes such as 
hexagons, penny rounds and more.” 

Castle Building & Remodeling is committed 
to making their processes as green as possible. 
“Castle works to incorporate green building 
practices into all of our projects by making some 
newer, healthier products like low VOC paint 
our standard,” says Husemann. “By completing 
makeover projects as well as complete remod- 
els, we are able to offer options that are greener 
and don’t create as much waste—and use as 
many new resources and help with budgets.” 

Husemann adds: “Educating homeowners 
on all aspects of remodeling is a cornerstone to 
our business model, and we’re thrilled to wel- 


come attendees back to live in-person events.” 
The team is most excited for the return of the 
Castle Educational Home Tour, which has run 
every year since 2013, except in 2020. 

“Were so excited to be back in person,” 
says Husemann. “The Castle Educational 
Home Tour is designed to help people under- 
stand what a realistic remodel involves as well 
as, but not limited to, what is achievable within 
their budget to create a project that provides 
both return on investment and return on enjoy- 
ment.” 

This year the Castle Educational Home 
Tour will feature six separate homes and will 
run from September 25 — 26. There are fun 
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giveaways for attendees, including $5,000 in 
Remodeling or Marvin Windows. More infor- 
mation regarding the event can be found at the 
website below. 

Castle Building & Remodeling is ready to 
help you with all your home remodeling proj- 
ects: no matter how large or how small. Wheth- 
er you are ready to start a project now or want 
to wait until after the Castle Educational Home 
Tour, you are sure to be pleased with this local 
contractor’s ability to turn your home improve- 
ment dream into a reality. E 
castlebri.com 
castlehometour.com — for information about the 
Castle Educational Home Tour 
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Coming up Roses 
at Rosenthal ~~ 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The popular furniture store has opened a new location 
in Minnetonka, which is dedicated to delivering the very 
best to the local LGBTQ+ community. 


Sometimes, all you need to lift your spirits 
is to make a change. I love change. I love chop- 
ping all of my hair off after years of wearing it 
long. I love moving to a new city. I love chang- 
ing up my wardrobe. 

But, as someone who works from home, 
sometimes the day-to-day can seem pretty 
stagnant. When I get tired of looking at the 
same four walls, or feel like I’m too comfort- 
able in my routine, I'll switch up my apartment. 
Sometimes this is as simple as moving some 
furniture around, or picking up a new coffee 
table I found on Facebook Marketplace. But 


sometimes, it’s in the form of a big purchase, 
like a new couch or desk. Whatever it is, I’ve 
found that playing around with the interior of 
my living space is a great way to liven up the 
everyday. 

Luckily, the folks at Rosenthal Interiors 
share this sentiment. 

“At Rosenthal, we carry a large selection 
of large dining tables and large comfortable 
sectionals. These items help make a home 
welcoming and comfortable for group gather- 
ings,” says Daniel Ledo, Vice President of Op- 
erations at Rosenthal. “Our designers are able 


to help a client select pieces that will work 
best in their space, along with their personal 
needs. They can help you create an amazing 
room, including furnishings, paint colors, 
flooring finishes, wallpaper and much more. 
We pride ourselves in our amazing designers 
and the full design services that they can pro- 
vide our clients.” 

Currently, the furniture industry is ex- 
periencing a very long delay, something that 
Rosenthal has prepared for by bringing in 
more stock items early on in the pandemic. 

“Because of this, we have many floor sam- 
ples that are available for immediate pick-up 
and delivery,” Ledo says. “Most stores are not 
prepared to let go of their floor samples and 
that puts us in a very unique position. I would 
say that current trends are leaning towards 
more comfortable stylish interiors. Our clients 
are spending more time at home than ever be- 
fore, and it seems like this will continue to be 
the trend.” 


26 | LAVENDER | JULY 15-28, 2021 


They were also able to bring in a new line, 
called Gus Modern. “Gus is eco-friendly and can 
be delivered to you within a week or less,” Ledo 
says. “We are also seeing a huge trend in outdoor 
furniture and are working on bringing in more 
unique pieces of outdoor furniture products.” 

He adds: “Lastly, bold wallpaper prints and 
unique bright color combinations are trending very 
strongly this year. After the last year, everyone is 
craving something that makes them feel happy.” 

Due to the pandemic and the unrest follow- 
ing the murder of George Floyd by Minneapo- 
lis Police, Ledo explains that there was very 
little foot traffic at the store, which led them to 
relocate to the suburbs. 


rosenthal 
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“The Minnetonka store is where we carry 
our latest and greatest designs that can be or- 
dered in hundreds of different custom finishes,” 
Ledo says. “The Downtown store has our small 
concept apartment living designs along with 
our Stressless by Ekornes gallery, and all of our 
floor sample close-outs. This has positioned us 
much better to serve the Twin Cities.” 

Ledo adds that the new location in Min- 
netonka has seen a good response from the 
LGBTQ+ population in the area. “We anticipate 
that with our new location and availability of 
parking, we should see more of the LGBTQ+ 
community shopping at our store,” he says. 

Rosenthal’s store is woman-owned, and op- 


erated by Ledo, who is a member of the LG- 
BTQ+ community. 

“We strive to create an inclusive environ- 
ment that celebrates the LGBTQ+ community 
and creates a safe space,” he says. “As you may 
know, all of our artwork is local and we pride 
ourselves in giving local artists a place to share 
their artwork with the public. In the coming 
months, we will work on having some com- 
munity events where artists and local makers 
will present their works and their processes. 
We hope to highlight our local artists and their 
amazing artwork.” 

For more information about Rosenthal Inte- 
riors, visit rosenthalfurniture.com. i 
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LUMBER & MILLWORK 


Bungalows, Colonial, Craftsman, Mid-Century, Ramblers, Modern & more 


Make the most of your space this summer! 
We have 
CEDAR, DECKS, FENCES, SIDING 


We Know Homes! 


...and Gardens too! 
Check out our in-store and online 


selection for all your home & garden 
needs this season 
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Gettin’ 


=- P” shi 


Down 


and Dirty 


Dirty Boys is ready to help you make an outdoor space that 
you can celebrate all summer long. 


Okay, Minnesotans. You know the drill: It’s 
summer, which means every second must be 
spent outside before everything freezes over 
again. In fact, you better be reading this while 
sitting outside, soaking up the sunshine, right 
now. 

I used to live in Downtown Minneapolis in 
an old building from the 1800s in Elliot Park. It 
had a rooftop, so my partner and I spent almost 
every summer evening sitting up there, watch- 
ing the sunset. When there were concerts 
down the street at U.S Bank Stadium, we’d go 
up to the roof for a free listen. 

Now we live in the Rondo neighborhood in 
St. Paul. Our apartment is nearly three times 


the size of our Downtown Minneapolis one, 
but we no longer have an outdoor space of our 
own in which to lounge, sip wine, and enjoy the 
sunset. 

Which is why it’s my goal to, when we 
eventually buy our own home, have an HGTV- 
worthy outdoor living space, complete with a 
garden, fire pit and patio. My plans are more in 
the “dream” stage right now, but if you’re lucky 
enough to have a home and the space for an 
outdoor living area, look no further than Dirty 
Boys Landscaping. 

“Outdoor living remains to be the biggest 
trend in the Twin Cities,” says Dirty Boys own- 
er-designer Rawley Rohan. “We in Minnesota 


love to spend as much time as possible outside, 
so extending the living space will always be a 
great investment. Outdoor kitchens and fire 
pits will always be popular. We are finding pizza 
ovens to be a hot trend right now, too.” 

Landscape design and installation is the 
primary focus of Dirty Boys, but they are also 
a distributor for Solo Stove. And Dirty Boys’ 
sister company, Perfectly Arranged Planters, 
offers a subscription-based service where you 
receive planters delivered seasonally to your 
home. 

“It's important to think of your outdoor 
space like you do a room in your home,” Rohan 
says. “Make sure that you add creative accents 
and details like a great landscaped backdrop. 
Planters with annuals for color. Bring indoor 
elements outdoors such as candles, décor and 
pillows.” 

When creating an outdoor living space, Ro- 
han says that most people have a difficult time 
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taking out trees. “It’s a good idea to take out 
aged and diseased trees,” he says. “Consider 
replacing them with newer disease-resistant 
species being developed, many by the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota.” 

If you’re ready to get started on adding an 
outdoor living space to your home, be sure 
you've set aside the appropriate amount of 
time to complete the project. Rohan says that 
Dirty Boys typically takes about one or two 
weeks depending on the size and scope of the 
project. 

Because the pandemic forced most of us 
to stay home much more than we had before 
COVID-19 hit, Rohan says that it’s important 
to make the most of your home living spaces, 
especially outdoor ones, so you and your fam- 
ily can make the most of our short summers 
in Minnesota. 

“COVID-19 impacted us in a good way as 
more people were looking to add more liv- 
ing space for the family by way of using their 
yard,” Rohan says of Dirty Boys’ experience 
during the pandemic. “People are turning their 
yards into gathering spaces to be used for fam- 
ily, kids, and workspaces.” 

For more information about Dirty Boys, 
visit dirtyboyslandscaping.com. E 


RESTORATION ° RESIDENTIAL PAINTING y 


Happily serving the most exclusive 
clients in the Twin Cities for over 30 years 
i FAMILY OWNED 


Elizabeth Cloutier uJ 


PFLAG Member 
J - 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. millcityrestoration.com 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW u 


FANTIYIDIN ORCECUSTODY. Martin O'Connor | 612.501.2676 | martin@millcityrestoration.com 


DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 


SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS We do good work for nice people! 


SURROGACY z MPN 


GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 


BUSINESS LAW | | 
t 


mero 612-508-9396 iteors 
+ ke wk 
ea at RendaTheRoofer@gmail.com 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


Our mission is to ...”"Be of Service” 


BC#759085 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


Buying a home is an exciting milestone, 
though not without its difficulties. Finding the 
right neighborhood, a real estate agent who un- 
derstands your needs, and negotiating a mort- 
gage is a lot. Those difficulties are exacerbated 
for marginalized communities, and, although 
we do not hear about it as often, this includes 
the LGBTQ+ community. The LGBTQ+ home- 
ownership rate is 49.8%, which is far below the 
U.S. average of 65.8%. Ryan Weyandt, CEO of 
The LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance, explained 
the roadblocks to home ownership that some 
members of the LGBTQ+ community face and 
the work The LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance has 
put into making housing more equitable. 

“In the housing industry, we discuss hous- 
ing discrimination often. But almost all of that 
talk is about ‘in the moment’ discrimination 
and/or the fear of it occurring during the buy- 
says Weyandt. “We 
wanted to explore how discrimination through- 
out our lives—in high school, college and the 
workplace—can impact our ability to get into 


ing and selling process,” 


homeownership.” 


LGBTQ+ REALESTATE “SS 


lance 


"ane E m 
Making Home 
Buying Better 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


This exploratory project was the first big 
task tackled by The LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alli- 
ance, which was founded in June of 2020. Ear- 
lier this year the non-profit advocacy group, 
which already has more than 1,000 members, 
issued an in-depth report outlining some of the 
ways that LGBTQ+ people are at a disadvan- 
tage when it comes to home ownership. 

“The report was wide-ranging and that was 
a purposeful decision,” says Weyandt. “We 
wanted to go far beyond the home buying and 
selling process and provide real estate profes- 
sionals with insight into what those in our com- 
munity may endure, and how it impacts their 
ability and desire to enter homeownership.” 

Federal Fair Housing laws do not include 
sexual orientation or gender identity as protect- 
ed classes, which means that it is legal to dis- 
criminate against LGBTQ+ people who are try- 
ing to buy a home, obtain a loan or rent property 
in 27 states. 10.6% of respondents to The LG- 
BTQ+ Real Estate Alliance survey experienced 
discrimination from a real estate professional 
during the renting or home buying process. 


Image courtesy of Ryan Weyandt 


“We know that discrimination plays a role 
in LGBTQ+ homeownership rates,” says John 
Thorpe, president of the LGBTQ+ Real Estate 
Alliance. This discrimination is sometimes di- 
rect, as noted above, and is sometimes more 
incidental—a snowball effect of past experi- 
ences with discrimination. Thorpe continues, 
“So many in our community feel an added 
burden in their high school and college years, 
including a lack of family support, that can lead 
to reduced academic success, which in turn 
can impact earning potential and even lead to 
homelessness.” 

One of the best ways to combat this ineq- 
uity is through education. “Don’t be afraid to 
learn and ask questions,” says Weyandt. “LG- 
BTQ+ people often don’t have the support 
system that others may take for granted.” The 
Alliance has many online resources that aim to 
bridge this gap, from the LGBTQ+ First-Time 
Home Buyers Guide to the LGBTQ+ First- 
Time Home Buyer Seminar. Weyandt contin- 
ues, “we want to help bring information to our 
community and increase our homeownership 
levels, [so] don’t be afraid to reach out to our 
members. They understand the added fears, 
concerns and challenges that our community 
faces.” 

The LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance can al- 
ways use additional support. “Allies are so 
important to our community,” says Weyandt. 
There are specific course materials that The 
LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance created spe- 
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cifically for allies. “It is several hours long and 
shares so much great information including 
who we are as the LGBTQ+ community, and 
discussions about unconscious bias.” 

The LGTBQ+ Real Estate Alliance has 
lived much of its life online so far, but as vacci- 
nation numbers increase, they are beginning 
to introduce real-world meetups as well. “We 
just opened the gate to in-person events on 
June 1,” says Weyandt. The biggest upcoming 
event is the annual convention in Las Vegas, 
which runs from September 22-24th. This 
event is the ideal way to connect with a group 
of real estate professionals who are creating 
meaningful, positive change for the LGBTQ+ 
community, and is open to anyone in the real 
estate profession. 


THE PREMIER LGBTQ+ REAL ESTATE & 


HOUSING INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 
RESORTS WORLD | LAS VEGAS 


“Most of us believe homeownership is a 
beneficial emotional and financial investment,” 
says Weyandt. “The more we can make this 
type of information readily available, the more 
we hope to even the playing field for the LG- 
BTQ+ community.” The LGBTQ+ Real Estate 


Image courtesy of Ryan Weyandt 


Alliance is an invaluable resource whether you 
are a prospective homeowner who wants to 
know that your real estate agent understands 
your situation, or a real estate professional who 
wants to ensure the best possible experience 
for your LGBTQ+ clients. E 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
hrough performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Children's Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 


www.chiss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Ee rigid 


rri 
ROERING 


AUTO TB ODY 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


EMPLOYMENT 


alli 


The Guthrie is hiring. 


www.guthrietheater.org/Work-With-Us 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, RUNING, & REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services 
Bar Farana aa aonet pn Staff 


and ‘Oak Witt aoe treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: | 612-706-8210 


Specializing in driveways, foundations, 
sidewalks, decks, additions, polished 
concrete, epoxy floors, and a great 
many other wonderful things. 

Lic # BC 778355 
763-312-0280 


JaeMarionConcrete@Gmail.com 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops ne 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL ey 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


oy 


Take PRIDE in your teeth. 


® 
ay) | | | F MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


INSURANCE 


S® State Farm: 


Davina Baldwin [ 7 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


GUN SHOPS 


MISSING YOUR TARGET? =] 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVICES 


After a Century of Service - 


We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


‘TheNancyWalkerTeam.com 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


e 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
® CurtLarsonHomes.com 
CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY Properties 


refi 
COLDWELL BANKER moment 
REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


Margi MacMurdo 
612.206.7089 
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OUR VOICES 


OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


UNLEARNING SELFISHNESS 


For several years up through the present, 
whenever I speak to audiences, I make what 
I call “My Standing Offer”: that I’m willing to 
talk to anyone about gender or sexual identity 
issues or simply about surviving the Human 
Condition. 

‘Tm making this offer to all of you,” I say to 
every audience, regardless of the setting. “It’s 
a real offer.” 

Sometimes, people take me up on the of 
fer. When that happens, I remind myself of just 
how far I’ve come in my journey of learning to 
be unselfish. 

As ayounger human, I didn’t understand the 
concept of selflessness or altruism. That was be- 
cause of the blueprint I was given as a kid. 

In my blue-collar family (it was such until 
my father parlayed a U.S. Navy electronics 
background into a white-collar tech writer job) 
no one volunteered their time. In fact, the sub- 
ject of giving of one’s time or personal resourc- 
es to strangers wasn’t ever a dinner table topic. 

I had no role models who volunteered at 
the local food bank or who served on a non- 
profit board. Even as Catholic—as my family 
purported to be—no one saw fit to be on the 
Lenten fish fry organizing committee. 

Throughout my youth, I was oblivious to 
that kind of thing. 

Even worse, my parents were extremely 
money-oriented. They constantly talked about 
money—how much things cost; the things 
they wanted; and whether they’d put it on a 
credit card. I remember my father, all 5’8” of 
him, standing in our living room and taking 
the plastic credit-card insert out of his wallet. 
He let it unfold, accordion-style, until a dozen 
credit cards were hanging in a row, like some 
fisherman’s prized catch after a productive day 
on the boat. 

“See,” my father said, pointing, with a big 
grin. “I’ve got an American Express card, three 
Mastercard cards, a Diner’s Club card, a Visa, 
and best of all, a Playboy Club card. All of these 
companies think that I’m worthy.” 

I couldn't have been older than 10 at the 
time. That image stuck with me, along with 
the implicit messaging that the way to measure 
one’s value was by how much money a person 
made and by what they bought. 

When I started working in high school in 
1973 as a part-time fry cook trainee for $1.65 
an hour, I became obsessed with earning, and 
then with saving, money. And, boy, was I so 
jealous when I heard that a friend had landed 


a much cushier job as a grocery store produce 
assistant making $2.00 an hour. 

I’ve got to do better than him, I thought. 

By the time college rolled around, I had 
saved enough to entirely pay for my first year 
(that was possible in the mid-1970s when a 
year of college, including room and board, cost 
$3600). Because I had sacrificed to do that, I 
felt entitled to sit at my dorm-room desk every 
night, even though the blazing desk lamp kept 
my roommate awake. 

When my roomie gently asked me to use 
the study lounge down the hall, I callously an- 
swered, “I paid for college myself and have the 
right to sit at my desk anytime I want.” 

What a selfish ass I was. But then again, no 
one had ever showed me how not to be that way. 

Fast forward to when I became a lawyer—by 
then, my obsession with money was out of con- 
trol. Fueling that was the brutal reality that I lit- 
erally could earn as much as I wanted by simply 
working more. (In my last “Skirting the Issues” 
column, I wrote about my workaholism.) So I 
worked 70-hour weeks and made a lot of money. 

Thankfully, my journey toward becoming 
selfless began in my early thirties when I was 
asked to join the board of a local nonprofit. 
That single experience opened my eyes to what 
it meant to give of one’s time and talent. Addi- 
tionally, I met people who had grown up much 
differently than me, where early on, role mod- 
els had taught them that everyone has a civic 
responsibility to “give back to the community.” 

Wow. I had no idea! It would have been 
great to learn this when I was a kid. 

After that, I volunteered for other nonprof- 
its and even my church’s parish council (where 
I served two terms as council president). Soon 
I was raising money for various causes and re- 
cruiting other people to volunteer, espousing 
the “give back” theme. 

I’d be lying to claim that I don’t still focus on 
money to a certain degree—old habits are hard 
to break. Still, Pd hate to see what I’d be like if I 
hadn’t come to understand the incredible value 
of living as selfless as possible. 

Tm sure it wouldn’t be pretty. 

Thank god I’m better than I was. E 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug, the author of Getting to Ellen: 

A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change, 
speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion top- 
ics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also 
sign-up for her monthly e-newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter({d 
gmail.com. 


JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


MANGINA 
MONOLOGUES I - V 
(TALKING OUT MY ASS) 


MM-II 


When I was kid, 


a very small child 
I would play in the closet. 


It was peaceful 
and quiet 


and safe. 
It was Sanctuary. 


When I was 17 

living with Aunt Pollie 

& Uncle Curly 

I would cram my self into the bed- 
room closet 


position myself atop the extra blan- 
kets and sleeping bags 


maneuver my back against box cor- 
ners, in lieu of acupressure 


and write in my journal 


in utter darkness. 


It was the only peace I had 


and that was soon dis-allowed. I 
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PO LAVENDER's 


FIRST 
J THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hou 


Join Lavender and our 
August Host Partner, MAAM, at 
The = Frame Room at 


eat «drink xbowl« party 


Thursday, August 5 ° 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Tito's 


Sponsored by © and TRULY 


HARD SELTZER 
SSS] 


VODKA 


FREE $10 North Loop Wine 
& Spirits gift card to first 40 people 


COVID Restrictions have been lifted, and we're ready to get back out and socialize! 


aM 


rtner. 


Whether this is your first time quitting or your tenth, 
we're here with free help 24/7. Try using free quit 
medications — patches, gum or lozenges* — and 
talking to a coach for free. Whenever you're ready, 
drop by online or say hello on the phone. 


QuitPartnerMN.com 
1-800-QUIT-NOW (784-8669) 


*18+ 


